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qualification and every incitement for advancing
step by step towards a goal which, they were never
destined to reach, as the Incas did, to predomin-
ance and empire. When the cataclysm destroyed
them they had just reached the stage which the
Incas occupied previous to the Chanca War. But
hard work alone, industry alone, had not raised
them to the point they had attained, nor would
industry alone have taken them further. It was
their care for their ancient traditions, their devoted
loyalty to their rulers, their patriotic fervour
in defending their country against invaders, their
zeal in extending the dominion of their kings
which, combined with habits acquired by long
ages of industry, would have led them on to
empire.

The religion and traditions and the civil
government of such a people are worthy of record
and of study, because they reflect the genius of
a nation on its way to achievement: not because
it will throw any light on their origin, for it will
not. The Chibchas had always been where they
were found, though their civilisation may have
been partly due to extraneous help, as we shall
presently see.